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Introduction 

This document is an over-arching APPN-wide policy on Data Publishing and Licensing. The Policy 

applies to all new datasets that are created or acquired by APPN and the APPN Nodes and that are 

published after the date of this Policy. The Policy may be amended from time to time by APPN 

management and any amendments will come into effect from the date the amended Policy is published 

by APPN management. 

As highlighted below, APPN is responsible for delivering good data outcomes in the national interest and 

for the benefit of the wider research community. Meeting this responsibility involves a wide range of 

considerations often addressed as part of data management plans, including but not limited to: 

• Data IP and ownership 

• Data publishing decisions 

• Data licensing 

• Data retention policies 

• Long-term data management 

APPN is working on best practices and policies in all these areas. The focus of this document is on data 

publishing and licensing, but data IP and ownership are also considered since these introduce constraints 

that must be respected at all stages. 

 

Background Principles 

The Australian Plant Phenomics Network (APPN) is a National Research Infrastructure (NRI) project 

funded under the Australian Government’s National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy 

(NCRIS). The 2021 NCRIS Roadmap states: 

• “The use and reuse of data is a critical issue. NRI must make data accessible, and data 

generated through research within academia also needs to be accessible to government and 

other users.”  

• “Data also needs to be discoverable, interoperable and preserved for long-term use.” 

The APPN Host Agreement objectives of APPN include obligations to: 

• address end-user agricultural research needs, including academic and commercial researchers, 

growers, breeders, industry, the Australian Government and all other end users; 

• allow low friction and FAIR1 sharing of data and analytics across all APPF2 facilities; 

Accordingly, APPN’s default position for Data generated by an APPN Node using NCRIS supported 

infrastructure accessed at subsidised rates, is to provide long term FAIR data access to Data Users 

under a Creative Commons – Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) licence where possible, with 

exceptions only if required for privacy, sensitivity (Sensitive Data) or commercial access (full-fee 

payment) reasons. 

 

1 Findable Accessible Interoperable and Reusable 
2 APPF change its name to APPN on June 3, 2024. 



 

 

 

Scope  

The Policy will apply to Plant Phenotyping Datasets created by APPN Nodes. Access and publication of 

APPN Data are guided by the open-access principle, except where restrictions are required due to, 

privacy, sensitivity, or commercial reasons. 

For externally supplied Data incorporated within APPN datasets or used in processing APPN Data, APPN 

will respect any licences or other terms under which such Data was shared. 

 

Policy Principles 

After consultation with APPN Nodes and stakeholders, APPN management has determined that the 

following Data Licensing policy principles will be applied: 

Principle 1: Data ownership 

Unless a project agreement or other contract documentation specifies otherwise, the following ownership 

principle applies: 

• the Service User owns Data produced by an APPN Node;  

• where a project is an APPN Project, the Lead Node owns the Data. For multi-node projects, the 

node designated as the Lead Node will be the owner of the data. 

Principle 2: Data publication and access 

In consultation with the Service User, all Data generated by an APPN Node using NCRIS supported 

infrastructure accessed at subsidised rates will be made as freely and openly accessible as possible by 

the relevant APPN Node, noting that: 

• Data will be made available as soon as reasonable (e.g. after academic journal publication of 

material relying on such data), in general, within twelve months after the last day of data 

generation or, as agreed with the Service User; 

• exceptions will be made if required for privacy, sensitivity (Sensitive Data) and commercial 

access (full-fee payment) reasons;  

• where possible, data incorporating Sensitive Data will be published by suppressing or 

anonymising those elements in public views of the Data; 

• access will be via licence and in accordance with any restrictions recorded in the Metadata. 

Principle 3: Data not for publication 

• For non-commercial users, confidentiality and non-publication of Sensitive Data will be managed 

via the submission of supporting justification to, for approval by, the APPN Data Director. 

• If Data is requested to be kept confidential for commercial reasons, in most cases, full 

commercial rates will apply for access to APPN resources used to generate the Data. Such 

confidential commercial Data will be returned to the Service User after an agreed time period and 

all instances of the confidential Data (including intermediate or partially processed Data) will be 

deleted from APPN systems, except to the extent required by law to be retained.  

• If Data is designated as confidential, APPN will not use the Data for any purpose, unless by 

specific agreement with the Service User. 



 

 

 

Principle 4: Data use prior to publication 

Prior to Data publication, Data collected by an APPN Node may only be used by the originating Service 

User. APPN or an APPN Node may request use of raw collected data for method development, express 

agreement for which must be granted by the Service User. 

Principle 5: APPN-developed datasets 

For APPN Projects, prior to Data publication, all Data collected will be made available among all APPN 

Nodes for internal APPN use only, unless usage outside of APPN is approved by the APPN Project Lead 

Node. 

Principle 6: Apply least restrictive licence 

APPN endorses the Australian Government’s Open Access and Licensing (AusGOAL) Framework for 

licensing information. In particular, APPN has adopted the Creative Commons 4.0 International suite of 

licences (https://creativecommons.org/cc-licenses/). APPN and the APPN Nodes will apply the most open 

licence possible of those that require attribution while observing any restrictions identified in Principle 2.  

The Creative Commons – Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0, 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) is the default data licence supported by APPN 

because it is the most open of the Creative Commons licences that require attribution. 

The Creative Commons By licence lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon other’s work, even 

commercially, as long as they credit the original creator. The CC BY is the most accommodating of 

licences available, recommended for maximum dissemination and reuse of licensed data where creators 

get credit for their creation. 

Other Creative Commons licences or similar licences can be applied to datasets at APPN Node’s 

discretion in exceptional cases such as pre-existing licence conditions on the data, with notification of 

licence details to APPN’s Data Management Director. 

Principle 7: Rights and obligations for use of data are clearly presented 

To maximise appropriate re-use of Data made available through APPN Nodes, the rights and obligations 

attached to the Data will be made clear to the Data Users, preferably in the Metadata. The licence 

information will also be displayed explicitly including: 

• The URL of the Creative Commons licence used; 

• The creator’s name; 

• The year of creation; 

• Attribution statement to cite the dataset. 

APPN and the APPN Nodes will manage access to Data in accordance with this Policy and any relevant 

licence and APPN data management policy and APPN requires all Users of Data to comply with all 

relevant licencing conditions. 

 

 



 

 

 

Principle 8: No Warranty on data 

APPN, APPN Nodes, and the Data Providers/Service Users will not be required to make any warranty 

regarding the quality, accuracy, completeness, currency, relevance or suitability for any particular 

purposes. Data will be made available on the understanding that Data Users will, at their risk, exercise 

their skill, judgement and care on their use or reliance on the Data. 

Principle 9: Make data widely discoverable 

APPN and the APPN Nodes may feed the Metadata to national and international repositories to improve 

discoverability, thus increasing the possible re-use of data in addition to any relevant NCRIS reporting 

requirements. 

 

  



 

 

 

Definitions 

Data Information or facts that is made available in a consumable form 

Metadata A set of contextual information that describes Data 

Service User  Persons utilising APPN facilities or services 

Data User  Users of data published by APPN 

Data Provider 
A person or organisation that has a statutory and operational authority over the 
data 

Data Licence Permission granted by data creator or owner to use the Data under terms of use 

Sensitive Data 
Data of a private, or sensitive nature that if published or shared may damage 
interests, including information that might reduce the market value of an 
agricultural property or exposure of personal information 

Data Publication 
The outcome of the data management including data curation, description of 
data in suitable metadata standards and making the Data accessible with least 
restriction 

Plant Phenotyping 
Data 

Data created by APPN, including primary images and measurements, 
associated environmental data, and intermediate and final processed data 
products 

APPN Node 

The operational unit within the APPN Host (Adelaide University, University of 
Western Australia, West Australian Agricultural Authority, University of Sydney, 
University of Queensland, Charles Sturt University, Latrobe University, 
Australian National University or Western Sydney University) that will undertake 
the APPN Activities in accordance with the APPN Host Agreement 

APPN Project and 
Lead Node 

All Strategic Investment Funds projects and other projects organised and/or 
funded by the APPN Central Office and designated by the Central Office as an 
APPN Project. Each APPN Project will have a Lead Node designated by the 
Central Office 

 

 


